[image: image1.wmf]School Climate Inventories:  Best Practices for                
Creating a Safe and Welcoming Environment
(This list was compiled by the School Climate Inventory Subcommittee after completing inventories of the 

physical environments of all 509J schools and the district office.)
Entry Area

· The name of the school is clearly visible as you approach the building.

· The entrance is clearly marked and wheelchair accessible.

· Welcome signs are posted in multiple languages.

· Information is easily accessible  (bulletin boards in the entry area are inviting and have information about the PTA/PTO; teacher names and room numbers are posted; a marquis displays upcoming events).

· Information about staff is easy to access (pictures of staff with their names posted by the entry).
· Maps of the school are available, making the building user-friendly.

Main Office

· The main office easy to find with clear signage.

· The main office is visitor-friendly (“Welcome” and “May I help you?” signs, nametags, maps).
· Structures are appropriate heights (reception desk is low so that a person in a wheelchair or a shorter student can access).
Hallways and Public Areas

· Hallways and public areas are inviting (welcome signs in multiple languages, student artwork, signage and maps to help visitors find places).
· Posted commercial materials reflect a diverse student population (students of color, students in wheelchairs, students/people of all shapes, sizes and ages).
· Safety signs in multiple languages (fire extinguisher, exit signs)

· Event signs in dual languages, particularly in dual immersion schools
· “Soft” spaces for students to gather (reading lofts, soft chairs—less institutional feel)
· Inviting spaces for students to gather informally

· Displays promote global perspective (historical posters, including historical figures, from other cultures; displays featuring multiple languages; displays of flags from other countries; quotes from people of multiple cultures)
· Signage clearly states behavior expectations that will create a safe environment for all.
· Student art work, including murals, create inviting spaces and signal that “I belong”
· Collaborative artwork promotes inclusion (artwork where every student creates part of the bigger piece).
· Permanent art displays and maps are evaluated regularly to ensure they are not outdated in look or content, and that they are culturally responsive.

· Student-centered displays promote inclusion (bulletin board where each student has a space to display academic or art work of his or her choice).
· Visible recognition of student achievements in many areas in addition to sports (music, art, academics)
· Libraries are friendly and welcoming for all (multi-cultural murals; soft, living room style chairs; chairs/tables to fit size of students)
· Doorways, restrooms, drinking fountains and playground equipment are ADA accessible.
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