Board Minutes April 21,2008
Work Session

MINUTES
Work Session of the
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Corvallis School District 509J
1555 SW 35" Street
Corvallis, OR 97330

I CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Board Room of the Central Administration
Building, 1555 SW 35" Street, Corvallis, OR 97333. The secretary recorded those present as
listed below.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT EXECUTIVE STAFF PRESENT

Blake Rodman, Chair Dawn Tarzian, Superintendent

Matt Donohue, Vice Chair Jim Hogeboom, Assistant Superintendent
Lisa Corrigan Kathy Rodeman, Business Services Director
Helen Higgins Jeanne Holmes, Human Resources Director
Anne Schuster

Bill Ten Pas

John Turman

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chair Rodman led the group in the pledge of allegiance.

III. SUPERINTENDENT’S ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER (ELL)/ DUAL
LANGUAGE (DL) ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Assistant Superintendent Jim Hogeboom, ELL Coordinator Judy Clark Guida, and ELL Literacy
Coach Leigh Santy presented.

Superintendent Tarzian noted that the reason for this presentation is to allow a good discussion
by the board to surface all questions and to talk about things they’ve heard, concerns they have,
ete.

Mr. Hogeboom offered the following key events, which he said have pushed the district forward:
e The district has made significant progress with ELL/DL and Career Learning.
e The District Improvement Plan (DIP) includes ELL growth as one of the key elements of
literacy and sheds light on the fact that we have significant work to do.
e An action plan has been developed around growth for literacy and around ELL.
e AnELL/DL summit was held in the Spring of 2006.
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A lot of training has occurred with ELL staff and classroom teachers and next year, all
second year teachers will be getting Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)
training, which provides good teaching techniques.

New ELL curriculum was recently purchased for the first time in a long time.
Superintendent Tarzian convened the Superintendent’s ELL/DL Advisory Committee this
year.

The findings from the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) are helpful in identifying
where we need to focus improvements.

Ms. Clark Guida and Ms. Santy provided a PowerPoint presentation about the ELL/DL program.
(Filed as Supplemental Item #VII-17 in the Official 2007-08 Board Minutes.)

Some points shared during the presentation:

The district’s largest population of ELL (English Language Learners) is Spanish speaking
students.

There’s law that guides design of our ELL program — based on the concept that equal
isn’t always equitable; just providing the same materials, classes, etc. for students that are
not native English speakers is not necessarily equal. Another guiding law is the civil
rights act of 1964.

Districts have a dual obligation to ELLs: develop students’ academic English language
proficiency; and, provide meaningful access to grade-level academic content via
appropriate instruction.

In February, the State visited the district and monitored our program. The board received
a copy of the report.

The monitoring was to determine compliance with the federal and state laws and
regulations regarding services for ELLs in the Corvallis School District.

Commendations received from the state for our program:

. Having a dual language program K-7 that is well articulated and designed.

. District support of the Bilingual and ELL programs.

. Having a Student and Family Advocate for ELLs and their families.

. Voces program for Hispanic students at LPMS. Voces is sort of like a student

club; it was started as an opportunity for students to have a voice in their school
community. “Voces” is “voices” in Spanish.

. Participation of ELLs in PeaceMakers. PeaceMakers is a conflict resolution
program.

. Common planning time for teachers to discuss student progress, needs and
interventions at LPMS.

. Principals and assistant principals are in classrooms two days a week.

The six findings included two that were focused on in the presentation:

. Academic development, using instructional methodologies recognized as effective
with language minority students, is not consistently provided across the district’s
schools.

o At some schools, English Language Learners participate in the school’s core

curriculum (language arts, math, science and social studies) and ELD (English
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